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Principal’s Message

We are well underway with another year of learning and activities here at Val Marie School. We have a few

new faces to our school this fall. I would like to extend a warm welcome to Leah Bisonnette and Renee Gaff

to our school staff! Leah comes to us from Cadillac and brings several years of teaching experience with

her. Leah has accepted a 0.5 position and will be teaching ELA 10-12, PAA 7-9, and Arts Ed K-9. Renee has

accepted a position with the new Sask DLC Online School and is primarily responsible for supervision of

students taking any classes through the DLC. We are so fortunate to have both Leah and Renee join our staff.

I would also like to welcome Quinn Olson to Kindergarten.  

The first month of school was busy for students getting settled into some new routines. The Chinook Cyber

School was dissolved last June and in its place there is now the Sask DLC Online School. The DLC offers full

time programming for K-12 students and part time courses for Grade 10-12 students. With the changes comes

new challenges and learning opportunities. 

Val Marie School has moved to a 6 day learning cycle. You will notice that on the Val Marie School

Calendar there are numbers 1-6 listed beside each day. Basically, we are working on an odd/ even day premise.

The decision to do this was a result of working around staff schedules as well as the DLC. While it takes

some getting used to, it seems to be working well. 

Cross Country was a short but active season, which wrapped up October 4th at the District Meet. Thanks to

our coaches, Mrs. Beauchamp and January for a fun season. Senior volleyball is also busy with our players in

their third season of a joint coop partnership with Ponteix School. Val Marie will assist Ponteix in hosting

the Senior Boys Volleyball Provincials on November 24-25th in both Ponteix and Pambrum Schools. Come out

and cheer on some great volleyball! 

Education Week runs from October 16-20th and we will celebrate School Bus Driver Appreciation Day on

October 17th. Thank you to all our wonderful full time and spare bus drivers who get our students safely

back and forth to school each day; Robyn Kerr, Shelby Laturnus, Susan Johnson, Carmen Hanson and Carlena

Acker. School pictures will take place on October 31st in the morning and Halloween dress up will take

place in the afternoon. 

A big thank you to all who supported our annual Terry Fox and Mom’s Pantry Fundraiser. All money raised

from Mom’s Pantry will go towards year end field trips. Please watch for announcements on our social

media Facebook Page regarding our upcoming Scholastic Book Fair coming up in early November. 

Happy “Cowtober”!

Mrs. Susan Legault. 
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Quinn Olson

Happy Birthday
Alec Cairns ~ September 1

Renee Gaff ~ September 2 

Dominic Andree ~ September 11

Janine Perrault ~ September 14

Quinn Olson ~ September 20

Gracie McCrea ~ September 26

Joey Perrault ~ October 25

Robyn Kerr ~ October 13

Congratulations 
to 

Spencer & Ashton Davis
on their wedding 
this past summer

We would like to
extend a

Big Mustang 
Welcome to

Mrs. Leah Bissonnette
My name is Leah Bissonnette and
I am teaching highschool English
Language Arts, PAA 7-9, and

Art K-4 and 5-9. I live in
Cadillac with my husband, 3 kids,
dog, and cat! I also teach halftime
at Ponteix School. I love to read,
cook and bake, hike at Grasslands,
and spend time with my family. I
look forward to getting to know

more about Val Marie and
everyone that lives here!

Parent Reminder
Please send cutlery & a
water bottle to school

if you have not yet
with your child

We would like to extend a
Big Mustang Welcome 

to Renee Gaff
Hi, I'm Renee Gaff. I am from a

ranching family from Maple
Creek, Sk. I enjoy taking care
of my yard & flowers, cooking
& visiting. I have 2 children

Ryder & Dakota and 2
grandsons. I look forward to

meeting the students and staff.



October 18th is 
School Bus Driver 

Appreciation 
Thank You 

to all of our hard-working 
bus drivers!

Shelby, Robyn, Susan, 
Carmen & Carlena

Milk Program
Grades 3~4 are
running the Milk

Program
15 Chocolate or

White milk for $20

Picture Day
Tuesday,

October 31st
Thank you to everyone 

who supported our
Mom’s Pantry
Fundraiser!!!

We raised $1259.51
Your support is 

greatly appreciated!!

Temperature is
dropping

Be Winter Ready! 

Winter Coat
Mitts
Hat

Scarf
Snow Pants

Winter Boots
Change of Socks

Hat Day every
Friday

Wear your Hat
 for $1

Gracie’s Popcorn
Every Wednesday for a 

Buck a Bag!
Or you can buy a

 Popcorn card 10 for $10

Friday the 13th will be
the last day to hand in
Terry Fox donations

 Val Marie School will
once again be running
the Scholastic Book

Fair From 
Nov. 6th-10th @ 

the school



Cross Country Running Team 
Trevyn Glas, Nieve Beauchamp, Flint McGuire, Alec
Cairns, Mason Mything and Josie Legault 
Josie, Mason and Alec all competed at Districts in
Frontier. They represented our school well with
some personal bests despite the weather!
PERSONAL BEST TIMES:
1 km runners: Trevyn 8:27; Flint 6:16; Nieve 5:40
2km runners: Alec 13:03; Josie 12:23; Mason 10:30
Thank you to January for helping coach, and
running with the kids this year.

Mr. and Mrs. Rushka helped Kindergarten ~ Grade 4s
to learn about soils that support plant growth. 

We picked pumpkins, fed the goats
 and enjoyed a beautiful 

day followed by lunch in Cadillac!



Grades 10-12 VolunteeringGrades 10-12 Volunteering

Career Fair  
Grade 10-12 students attended the annual Chinook

Career Expo at the Swift Current Comp on
October 11th. Students got to pick 4 live sessions

to attend as well as tour the gym full of
exhibitors from all over Western Canada. It was a
great day for making connections and getting a

"feel" for what the future could hold. 



To Whom it may concern:

Ponteix School, with Pambrum as co-host, will be hosting the
Provincial AA Boys Volleyball Championship on Friday, November 24
and Saturday the 25th.  Approximately one hundred fifty players and
coaches from across the province will be participating in this
prestigious event.

Our team consists of athletes from Ponteix School, l’Ecole Boreale,
Vanguard and Val Marie School.  

We require the support of Ponteix and surrounding communities.  
Some of our expenses will include t-shirts for volunteers, bagged
lunches for athletes, team and coach gifts, and decorations.  

We are requesting donations (cash, coupons, or merchandise) to help
offset the cost of this tournament.

We thank you for considering our request, and we hope you will be
able to help.  The economic impact of this event will benefit our
community.  All sponsors will be recognized in the program.  All
cheques and merchandise can be sent to:

Ponteix School
Box 630
Ponteix, SK
S0N 1Z0

If you have any questions you can contact the school at 625-3277 or
email  lkendall@chinooksd.ca

Leah Bissonnette
Lori Kendall
Provincial 2A Volleyball Committee

Important
Dates

October 16 ~ Val Marie School
hosts Sr. Boys Volleyball Game

Time TBA
November 9 ~ Parent/Teacher

Conferences 3:15-6:00 pm
November 13 ~ No School

Remembrance Day
November 16 ~ Parent/Teacher

Conferences 3:15-6:00 pm
November 20~ No School In lieu
of Parent/Teacher Conference

November 24 & 25 ~ Sr Boys
Volleyball host Provincials in

Pontiex & Pambrum 



Early Learning Centre News
The Christmas fundraiser for Val Marie Early Learning Centre is now
underway. Be sure to check out the chocolate and coffee! Forms can be
picked up from the centre or delivered to you if you live in town. All
monies and orders are due on October 30th.

The Early Learning Centre is having a hot lunch day on Monday, October
16 from 11:30 - 1:00. $5.00 for a plate of spaghetti with meat sauce
and a slice of garlic toast. This is open to everyone in the
community. Please come to the north doors of the school, adjacent to
the playground.


